Bible Studies

Daniel (19)

How It All Ends

Daniel 12:1-13

Introduction


In our last lesson we learned about the kings of Medo-Persia and Greece, and the kings of the north and the south. As Daniel watched the vision and then heard the explanation by the angel Gabriel, he must have wondered if any of his people, the Jews, would survive the wars that swirled around Israel. Many today wonder if Israel can survive all her enemies who surround her and threaten to drive every Jew into the sea. Israel is a small country, not powerful enough to fight all the big Arab and Muslim countries against her. So far the United States has supported and helped Israel, but we don’t know what US leaders will decide in the future. Is there any hope for the Jews? What will happen when the world ruler – the Anti-Christ – turns against Israel? Paul assures us that God has not abandoned His people and a remnant will be saved. Rom. 1:1,2a,5

Read Dan. 12:1-4

I. A time of distress

A. The Lord comforted Daniel through the words of Gabriel as he continued his explanation of the vision. Daniel must have been wondering if the powerful Anti-Christ described by Gabriel would kill all the Jews. Daniel was comforted with 2 facts. First, the people of Israel will be delivered by the help of Michael, the great archangel who is a prince of God and the defender of Israel. During the Great Tribulation Satan, through the Anti-Christ, will attempt to exterminate every descendant of Abraham. Hitler’s holocaust in World War II foreshadowed this as he tried to wipe out the Jews and killed 6 million of them. In Rev. 12:15 this attempt by Satan through the Anti-Christ is described as a great flood. In Matt. 24:21 Jesus said it would be a time of great distress, worse than anything that had happened to the Jews until that time.

B. But all the Jews will be delivered who have come to trust in Christ as their Messiah. This is the remnant of Jews called “all Israel” in Rom. 11:26-27. When it looks as though every Jew on the face of the earth will be annihilated, God will send His prince Michael to rescue those who have come to believe in Jesus, their Messiah. But what about all the Jews who have died in the wars described in Daniel 11? The second comforting truth that the Lord reveals to Daniel is that those believers who are asleep – have died – will arise from the dead. Here the Lord puts the 2 resurrections together – not in time, but in the results of each. Some will be raised to everlasting life, while others will be raised to shame and everlasting contempt. In Rev. 20:4-6 the 2 resurrections are divided according to the time they will take place. 

C. The first resurrection of the faithful – many of whom will be martyred because of their faith in Christ – will take place before the millennium – the 1000 year reign of Christ on earth. The second resurrection is of unbelievers and will take place at the end of the millennium. John 5:28-29 In Revelation John writes that those who take part in the first resurrection are blessed and holy because the second death has no power over them, and they will reign with Christ during the millennium. 

II.
The stars in God’s kingdom

A. Those who are “wise” will shine like the brightness of the heavens in God’s kingdom. What does it mean to be “wise”? Prov. 1:7 In this case, according to Revelation, it means to be wise enough to refuse the mark of the beast and be willing to die if necessary in order to stay true to the Lord. Those who are foolish will sell their eternal souls for a few more years of life here on earth following the Anti-Christ, and his master, Satan. Dan. 11:33-35 It is not easy to lead others to righteousness even now and it will become harder and harder as the world turns more and more against Christians. But those who are faithful to the end will shine like the heavens and those who lead many to righteousness like the stars forever and ever. Dan. 12:10

B. Daniel is told to seal up the scroll for the time being because these things will not happen until the time of the end. About 2500 years have passed since he finished his scroll or book. What has happened during those years? Especially during the last 200 years or so many people have been going here and there. Before that, people couldn’t travel very easily and they were afraid to go very far from home. Today ordinary people are traveling all over the world and even into space! And knowledge is ever increasing. We get to know about people from other parts of the world through movies, TV and the Internet. Knowledge of the planets and space is increasing through telescopes and space travel. Many of these things didn’t even exist a few years ago. Our world is very different today from Daniel’s world because of all this. In Daniel’s day people thought that the world around the Mediterranean was all there was. Now we see that that area is only a small part of our world, and we know that our whole earth is only a very small part of the universes that God has made.

Read Dan. 12:5-13

II. “How long?”

A. Daniel then saw two men who were obviously angels. One was standing on one bank of the river and the other on the opposite bank. There was also “a man clothed in linen” above the water of the river, evidently suspended in the air. It seems that this was another pre-incarnate appearance of Christ. His linen clothes would identify Him as priest, and would be evidence of His purity. This would help Daniel to know that He was divine. One of the angels directed a question to Christ: “How long will it be before these astonishing things are fulfilled?” Here we have to understand that he is not referring to all the prophecies or to the whole of chapter 11. He is referring to the last part of chapter 11, probably starting with “at the time of the end” or including Dan. 11:36-45.

B. The pre-incarnate Christ lifted His hands toward heaven and swore in the name of Him who lives forever. The time He gave was “a time” – one year, “times” – 2 years, and “half a time” – ½ year. So the time given was 3 ½ years. Dan. 7:25 This refers to the second half of the 7 years of Tribulation – the 70th 7. During the first 3 ½ years of the Tribulation it will be a time of peace for Israel because of the covenant made with them by the Anti-Christ. The Anti-Christ will break his covenant with the Jews in the middle of these 7 years. Dan. 9:27 This will be the time of the greatest persecution that the Jews have ever experienced. Matt. 24:15-21 Finally the power of the holy people will be broken and the end will come. Dan. 8:24 What the Jews thought would be their privileged position as favorites of the Anti-Christ will turn to genocide and an attempt to annihilate them.
III. “What will be the outcome?

A. Daniel heard all this but had a hard time understanding it. We can see why. Even after seeing many of the prophecies fulfilled in history, we still wonder about the end time. So being in a quandary over all he had seen and heard Daniel asked what the final outcome would be. It was as if the Lord was saying to him, “Don’t worry, Daniel. These things are closed up and sealed until the time of the end in the distant future.” The final outcome during the intervening years until the end time is given in good news and bad news. First, the good news: Many will be purified, made spotless and refined. This is the second time this idea has been expressed. Dan. 11:35 We are purified and made spotless by Christ’s blood, and refined by our trials and testing by fire. It is all part of the sanctifying work of the cross in us, transforming us into Christ’s likeness. Those who go through the suffering and trails will come out with a deeper commitment to Christ

B. Second, the bad news: The wicked will continue to be wicked. They will not repent. Third, none of the wicked will understand. Because of their unwillingness to believe the truth, they will be lost in a fog of confusion and delusion. II Thess. 2:10b-12 On the other hand, those who are wise because they believe and act on God’s truth will understand the prophecies and what God is doing. Of course, these prophecies refer first of all to the Jews because they were Daniel’s people about whom he was concerned. But they certainly also refer in a more general sense to the whole world of Jews and Gentiles. When I think of these words I think of a few Christian or Messianic Jews that I know. They understand many things because they have chosen to believe the truth – that Jesus is their Messiah and Savior.

IV. “Blessed is the one who waits”

A. The Anti-Christ will do away with or abolish the daily sacrifice – the reason the Jews will have rebuilt the temple! He will set up the abomination in the temple. Dan. 8:11 From the time that he does that there will be 1290 days. Actually in Rev. 11:2 the time is given as 3 ½ years or 42 months or 1260 days. We don’t really know why one month or 30 days are added to that time here in Daniel. Some have said that this may be the time after the end of the Tribulation when Israel and the nations are judged. Or it could be that the 3 ½ years begin 30 days earlier with the announcement of what the Anti-Christ intends to do. Then 45 more days are added and the one is blessed who waits for and reaches that time. Perhaps that is after Christ has come, judged the Anti-Christ, and set up His millennial kingdom.

B. We don’t have to be concerned about exact days and times. They are all in God’s hands. As for Daniel, what is his future? The Lord tells him to go his way to the end of his life. Then he would rest in death to wait for the resurrection. “At the end of the days” he will be raised to receive his allotted inheritance. His inheritance has been planned and allotted by his God. I’m sure that it will be great since he was such a faithful man of God from his youth till his old age. We remember how as a captive in a foreign land he resolved not to defile himself with the food from the king’s table, thus endangering his life. We remember his years of faithful service to the kings of Babylon and Medo-Persia, as he represented his God again and again before those heathen kings. We remember how he faithfully prayed 3 times a day even when it meant going to the lions’ den. God honored him with many visions, and God heard and answered his prayers and fasting. Dan. 9:23; 10:11, 18 Surely Daniel’s reward and inheritance will be very great!

Conclusion


We, like Daniel, can look forward to what the Lord has prepared for us if we have been faithful to Him. Let’s read Psalm 16 where David expresses the trust he has put in God. Of course, this Psalm refers first of all to Jesus and His relationship to the Father, but we can take it for ourselves as David did. He takes his position in God, declaring Him to be his Lord. He also states that he, like Daniel, will not run after other gods. Then he praises the Lord for providing a wonderful inheritance for him, making his lot absolutely secure. David, like Daniel, set his heart in only one direction. He was not double-minded. Because he put the Lord first in his life, he knew that God would be always at his right hand to help him so that he would not be shaken or turned away from the faith. David was confident that the Lord would not abandon his body to the grave but would raise him again to enjoy eternal pleasures with the Lord. Let us take David and Daniel as our examples and make a complete commitment to our Lord as they did!

